PRECALCULUS

Course Syllabus

TEXTBOOK:
PreCalculus 



BJU Press (e-text)
INSTRUCTOR:
Mrs. Gorham – website: http://mrsgorhamstrigonometry.weebly.com/ 



hollygorham@nflchurch.com

YEAR:

2016-2017
HELP CLASS:
Tuesdays 2:55-3:40pm

This course is designed to help students develop their proficiency in algebra, and so strengthen their understanding of the underlying concepts.  The text uses examples, exercises, and group activities to provide a real-life context to help students grasp mathematical concepts.  Special emphasis is given to the algebraic skills that are needed in calculus.  Instructions for using graphing utilities appear in the text at the point of use.  Students will develop a conceptual understanding of theoretical topics using a variety of approaches including visualization, verification, use of graphing utilities, pattern recognition, and modeling.  The course encourages active participation by students to strengthen their intuition and critical thinking skills by exploring mathematical concepts and discovering mathematical relationships.  Students will be taught the following approach to solving applied problems: construct a verbal model, label variable and constant terms, construct an algebraic model, use the model to solve the problem, and check the answer in the original statement of the problem.
PREREQUISITES: 
Completion of Algebra I, Algebra II, and Geometry with a “high B” or better in each subject.
GRADING:
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9 Weeks Grade


1st Semester Grade 


2nd Semester Grade
Homework
25%


1st 9 weeks

45%

3rd 9 weeks

45%

Quizzes
15%


2nd 9 weeks

45%

4th 9 weeks

45%

Tests

60%


1st Semester Exam
10%

2nd Semester Exam
10%

TECHNOLOGY

Calculators: 
You must purchase a graphing calculator.  Instructor uses the TI-84 plus.  You may purchase the regular or the silver edition.  Do NOT purchase the TI-89 or TI-93; you are not allowed to use either of them. Calculators on phones are NOT to be used!

Ipads/Kindle/etc.

E-text must be with student each day.  The mobile device is to be used only for e-text.  The mobile device should not be connected to the internet during class hours.  The mobile device must be charged before class begins.  See student handbook for more details about the use of mobile devices.   
Notes: 

One of the best ways for your brain to remember what you have learned is to write it down.  Hence, you are expected to take notes in your notebook on all material we cover in this class.  Notes will be given almost every day.  You are expected to take notes on all that is covered in a particular day in a neat and orderly fashion so they may be used as a study tool.  If you are absent, it is your responsibility to get the notes from a classmate.

Expectations:

· Each student should exhibit respectful, courteous behavior.  This means that there is no talking while I’m talking, as that type of behavior interferes with other students’ rights and abilities to learn.

· Students should be on time and prepared for class.  Being late to class will result in a teacher’s detention.

· Students must bring a signed pass to class for any tardy to be excused.

· Follow directions the first time given.

· Listen carefully and refrain from interrupting during presentations, lectures, and discussions.

· Each student is responsible for all material covered.

· You should not miss my class for another teacher’s class.

· Students are to be prepared for class.  This means bringing a notebook, paper, pencils, textbook, calculator, and any other needed supplies.

· All school rules apply!!

Homework:

· Homework is to be completed on a separate sheet of notebook paper written in pencil.
· Homework is assigned each night except Wednesday and graded the following day.

· All work must be shown on the homework paper.  Homework turned in with no work will not be accepted.

· Late homework is not accepted unless there is an excused absence.

· Your homework from the day before your absence is due the day you return.

· It is the responsibility of the student to make-up any homework/assignment missed during an absence.

· If you are in class, you are responsible for the homework assigned.  If you are called to the office during class, you must still turn in the homework the following day.

Correction of math daily work:  Students will be given the opportunity to correct daily homework assignments to receive one-half the credit for each correctly worked problem.  Students must turn in their corrections within three days to receive the extra incentive points.

Tests:

· Tests are given on Wednesdays every 2 weeks.

· It is the expectation of the teacher that each student will take the test on the assigned day.

· If you are absent the day before a test, you will take the test on the scheduled date.

· If you miss several days prior to a test, a make-up test will be given on an arranged date.  Missing the arranged date will result in a zero.

· If you are absent the day of the test, you will take the test the day you return.  If you do not want to miss the notes given during the class period, you must take the test after school that day.

Test Corrections:

Students who receive a 69/D or below may correct their test for 5 extra points not to exceed a 70/C.  It is the student’s responsibility to get their test and arrange a time to make the corrections.  Correcting a test is not just writing the correct answer!  Work must be shown.

Absentee Policy:

· Students are required to find out what they missed while they were absent.

· It is your responsibility to get the notes from a classmate.

· Being absent the day before a quiz or test does NOT excuse you from taking the quiz or test, unless new material was presented that day.  Generally, if you are absent the day of a quiz/test, or the day of the quiz/test and the day before (review day), you will take it the next day you are in class.

Make-Up Work:

· It is your responsibility to see me about make-up work that you have missed due to an excused absence.  A make-up date will be set for all quizzes and test.  If you do not meet that date, a zero will be given.  If your quiz or test is not made up within the appropriate time frame, you will receive a zero.

· If you are absent and excused:

1. You may email me from home or check RENWEB to get the homework.

2. Ask a friend what you missed and copy their notes.

3. Check with me to make sure you know what you need to complete and the date all is due.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please detach and return by Friday, August 19.

I have read the PreCalculus syllabus and understand the rules as stated.  I agree to abide by the rules as they are set forth.

______________________________

________________________________

Student Signature




Parent Signature

